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The Claims 

What is claimed is: 

5 1 . A device for feeding capsules containing a 

substance to be extracted to form a drink, comprising: 

storage means that includes a plurality of 
capsules arranged in several series; 

means for individually unloading a capsule 
10 selected from one of the series of capsules into a 
drink- forming position; 

means for forming a drink from a liquid extract of 
the substance by the introduction of a liquid under 
pressure into the selected capsule; and 
15 a reception part arranged beneath the individual 

unloading means to receive the selected capsule by 
direct descent, the reception part including means for 
opening the capsule to release the drink. 

2 0 2- The device of claim 1 wherein each series of 

capsules contains like capsules that are capable of 
making of a beverage that is different from that made 
from the other series of capsules . 

25 3. The device of claim 1 wherein the storage 

means includes a plurality of capsule holding tubes 
each of which contains one series of capsules. 

4- The device of claim 3, wherein the capsule 

3 0 holding tubes are mounted vertically on a rotatable 

support so that selection of a series of capsules is 
made by rotation of the support to position a selected 
series of capsules above the reception part. 

3 5 5. The device of claim 4, wherein the unloading 

means comprises a stationery plate having a passage in 
alignment with the selected capsule holding tube and 
arranged to allow a capsule to descend into the 



-16- 



reception part; and close-off means able to move with 
respect to the passage between a closed position in 
which the passage is closed off by the close-off means 
in such a way as to allow the capsule to face the 
5 passage but remain in the storage means and an open 
position in which the passage is opened to allow the 
capsule to descend into the reception part. 

6. The device of claim 5, wherein the close-off 
10 means comprises a movable plate having an aperture that 

conforms to the passage and that is movable from the 
closed position, where movement of the capsule through 
the passage is prevented by the movable plate, to the 
open position where the aperture of the moveable plate 
15 is aligned with the passage of the stationery plate so 
as to allow the capsule to move through the passage and 
into the reception part. 

7. The device of claim 1, wherein the drink 
2 0 forming means comprises a device for injecting water 

into the capsule . 

8- The device of claim 7, wherein the reception 
part of the extraction system comprises a movable 
2 5 housing for housing the capsule and movement means 
enabling the closing movement of the housing against 
the injection device in the direction of alignment of 
the two parts in order to permit the introduction of 
water into the capsule . 

30 

9. The device of claim 8, wherein the movement 
means comprise a piston, a pressure chamber in which 
the pressure can be raised to move the piston and thus 
the housing in the direction of the injection device 
35 and an elastic return element allowing the return to 
the open position of the housing by retraction of the 
piston. 
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10. The device of claim 5, wherein the movable 
close-off means is mounted coaxially with respect to 
the support means in such a way as to be movable along 
a portion of an arc between the two positions. 

5 

11. The device of claim 5, wherein the means of 
for unloading an individual capsule into the reception 
part of the extraction system comprise a separation 
element coordinated with the movement of the close -off 

10 element in such a way as to introduce itself between 
the first capsule in the series positioned facing the 
passage and the second capsule in the series at the 
moment when the close-off element is moving into the 
opening position for the descent of the first capsule. 

15 

12. The device of claim 5, wherein the close-off 
means comprises means for expulsion of a spent capsule 
out of the reception part of the extraction system 
under the action of the movement of the close-off 

2 0 element into the opening position into such a way as to 
release the reception part for the descent of a new 
capsule through the passage. 

13. The device of claim 1, wherein the opening 
25 means of the reception part is a pressure distribution 

plate provided with reliefs for opening the capsule and 
openings for the passage of the liquid extract. 

14. The device of claim 13, further comprising 
30 means for conveying the drink for dispensing. 

15. The device of claim 14, wherein the conveying 
means of the reception part of the system comprises a 
dispensing channel situated beneath the pressure 

35 distribution plate. 
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